
WEBSTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

 Frequently Asked Questions 
Updated  April 8, 2020 

This district is enacting a closure of school through May 4th 2020, at which time we will 
reassess data related to COVID-19. 

 

 There are no school-related activities across the district, nor are any outside agencies using 
our buildings. 

 

The information detailed in this document is intended to provide guidance.  SADEk,ol’ 
 

It is important to note that this is a fluid situation.  
As such, this document will be regularly updated and modified.  

 

It is recommended that you revisit frequently for the latest updates and information.  

Click on the link below for the questions specific to: 
 

General Questions 
 

Student Learning 
 

Special Education  
 

Activities, Events, and Athletics 
 

Employment/Human Resources 
 

COVID-19 Resources and Support 
 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Student Learning 

 

Q.  Are the days during this school closure counted as “school days?” 

A.  No, the Commissioner of Education has declared that these days will not have to be made up. 
However, we are working with our administrators, teachers and staff to keep students engaged in 
their learning through enrichment activities. We believe that maintaining virtual and daily 
communication with our students and families during this time will assist with minimizing 
regression and learning gaps. 

Q.  Are there expectations around distance and online learning for students or teachers? 

A.  Yes, we expect administrators, teachers and staff to maintain communication with students and 
families during this school closing. All employees will have daily “office hours” from 8:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. The first hour will be dedicated for communication between building administration and 
staff. The hours from 9:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m. will be dedicated to parents and students. Teachers 
will post enrichment activities and will be available to communicate with students and families. 



While these are non-school days, the information and resources that teachers send home are 
meant as extended enrichment activities to keep our students engaged and they include such 
things as: reading lists, math packets, online practice problems, and online games, etc. The 
enrichment activities will neither be graded nor collected, but we stress the importance of 
engaging our students on a daily basis during this long closure. 
 
The Commissioner of Education’s family letter was sent out to all families and this March 30th 
message stated:  
“Remote learning can encompass a wide variety of learning opportunities. While technology 
can be a supportive tool, districts and schools should also consider ways that student learning 
can continue offline. This could include exploring the natural world, activities to support 
students’ local communities (with appropriate social distancing) and engaging hands-on 
projects and artistic creations that stem from students’ own passions and experiences. 
  
Examples of remote learning tools include large-group video or audio conference calls, 1:1 
phone or video calls, email, work packets, projects, reading lists, online learning platforms, 
and other resources to effectively engage with students. These tools could be used to deliver 
lessons, provide individual student support, provide resources (including instructional material 
and student assignments), connect students to each other and the teacher, and provide 
feedback on student work.  
 

Q.  What resources are available for teachers, parents, and students to enrich learning during 
this period of closure?  

A.  We have compiled some online enrichment resources for our teachers, parents, and students to 
assist in the enrichment of learning during this period of closure.  We have organized these 
resources by school and by grade level.  You can access these resources by clicking on the 
LINKS below.  This information is also available and accessible on our website. We will continue 
to update these resources periodically.  
 
Park Avenue Elementary School (Grades K-4) Enrichment Resources  

 

Webster Middle School (Grades 5-8) Enrichment Resources 

 

Bartlett High School (Grades 9-12) Enrichment Resources 
 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/ed-resources.html#ele 
 
 

Q.  Given this extended school closure, what happens with the MCAS ELA test for sophomore 
students? And what happens for MCAS testing for all other grades? 

A.  At this time, DESE is working on postponing the MCAS testing for sophomores and looking at how 
best to deal with future MCAS testing. 

Q.  What are my responsibilities as a special education teacher, related service provider, 
guidance counselor, and school nurse for the students on my caseload during this 
extended school closure? 

A.  The expectation that has been communicated by the Department of Education is that you are 
checking in with families during this school closure and providing enrichment activities.  This can 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/ed-resources.html#ele


be done through Class DoJo, Google Classroom, Google Voice or Meet, phone calls, and email 
correspondence. You should use your professional judgment and your knowledge of your students 
to determine the frequency with which these check-ins should occur. For some students, once per 
week might be appropriate,  but for other students checking in more frequently may be warranted. 
If you feel as though you need guidance on this, please consult with your Team Chair or the 
Director of Student Services.  
 

The purpose of these check-ins would be to provide suggestions for families on appropriate 
activities that can be done with their child during this time.  The overarching goal is that this 
communication will help to minimize the disruption to the greatest extent possible. You may also 
use this time during the closure to complete paperwork, IEP writing, meeting invitations, N1s, etc., 
so that these are all set to be sent out upon re-opening of the district.  

Q.  I am a Team-chairperson, what are my responsibilities during this extended school 
closure?  
 

A.  The expectation is that you use this time to complete paperwork, writing of IEPs,  meeting 
invitations, N1s etc., so that these are all set to be sent out upon re-opening of the district. Virtual 
IEP meetings are permitted. If you have questions, contact the Director of Student Services. 

Q.  I am a contractor who provides related services to students on an IEP.  What are my 
responsibilities during this extended closure? 

A.  The expectation is that you provide suggested activities that can be done at home for your 
students, and share this with them through checking in with families.  This can be done either by 
phone or through email. Click here for information on private calling. 

                                                Return to FAQs Menu 

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Special Education 

 

Q.  My child is on an IEP and I am concerned about the implications of the closure on my 
child’s educational progress.  

A.  Upon the conclusion of the closure and the re-opening of the district, IEP teams will be available to 
convene to assess the potential impact the closure had on your child’s educational progress, and 
make individualized team based decisions as needed.  Please refer to the following guidance. 

Q.  My child is on an IEP, and attends an out of district placement.  What are the implications of 
Webster’s closure on my child attending the out of district placement? 

A.  At this time, Webster is not transporting to out of district schools.  Most of our out of district schools 
have also cancelled.  Please refer to the following guidance. 

Q.  My child is on an IEP and receives “services only” (i.e. speech/physical 
therapy/occupational therapy).  Will my child receive these services during the closure? 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_KInxbSzxqbuRJboAZFQwG8yfBAAGxo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_KInxbSzxqbuRJboAZFQwG8yfBAAGxo/view?usp=sharing


A.  Services will not be provided during the closure, consistent with how this is handled on snow days. 

Q.  Will my child’s special education liaison, related service provider, and Team Chair be 
available if I have a question during this extended closure? 

A.  Yes, special education teachers, related services providers, Team Chairs, as well as the Director 
of Student Services will be available to assist with specific questions as needed.  You can expect a 
check-in from your child’s liaison, in the form of a phone call or email during this time as well. 
Click here for information on private calling. 

Q.  I am looking for general tips on how to support my child during this extended closure. 

A.  Please see the following resources for general tips that have been shared with us by Lunenburg 
Public Schools.  

                                               Return to FAQs Menu 

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Activities, Events, and Athletics 

 

Q.  Are there any athletic, club, or activity events happening during this period of closure? 

A.  No, all school-related events are canceled during this period.  

Q.  Are spring sports delayed? 

A.  Yes, MIAA BOD decided to delay the start of the 2020 spring season. 

                                                   Return to FAQs Menu 

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

General Questions 

 

Q.  How will this extended closure count against school days? 

A.  The Commissioner of Education has declared days missed after March 16th will not count as 
make up days. At this time, Webster will be in school through June 19, 2020, which is our regularly 
scheduled 185th day. 

Q.  Currently the schools are closed through May 4th, 2020. Will this be extended? How will we 
be notified? 
 

A.  The Webster Public Schools will continue to monitor this fluid situation and will make the best 
determinations in the best interest of the students and staff. Information will continue to be 
provided via the One Call System, on our website, www.webster-schools.org, emails, Twitter, and 
on all major news outlets. 

Q.  What will happen to April vacation (April 20-24)? 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-ljjpFQvcKSru-6qzGPsVkBBkUcuBDVh/view?usp=sharing
http://www.miaa.net/miaa/home
http://www.webster-schools.org/


A.  At this time, April vacation week remains unchanged.  

Q.  Will there be access to school buildings during the extended closure?  

A.  At this time, all school buildings are closed to the public and only essential staff are permitted to 
enter. However, we will have food distribution centers that will start on Thursday, March 19th. This 
will be a drive through, grab and go set-up. At the Middle and High School food distribution 
centers, families will be able to pick up student chromebooks. At all campuses, scheduled times 
will be determined by the school nurses for medication pick-up.  

Q.  Will food services be available for students? 

A.  Yes, starting on Thursday, March 19th, this will be a drive through, grab and go set-up Monday 
through Friday, 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  The food will include breakfast, lunch, and milk.  

                                                 Return to FAQs Menu 

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

COVID-19 Resources and Support 
 

Q.  Should everyone be practicing social distancing? 

A.  Yes. Now, we ask that you do your part.  Creating social gatherings during the school outage will 
minimize the impact of closing school.  Carefully consider the necessity of being together.  This is 
not a vacation.  It is an extreme measure to allow for social distancing so the virus is not spread. 
Not being exposed to the virus is the best way not to get sick.  Please refer to this CDC webpage 
for other recommendations to prevent illness: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html” 
https://www.webster-schools.org 

Q.  How do I contact the Webster Board of Health? 

A.  Jennifer Sullivan        health.department@webster-ma.gov  

Q.  Where should I go for updates from the Town of Webster? 

A.  The town’s website is consistently updated with helpful and beneficial information.  
webster-ma.gov 

                                                   Return to FAQs Menu 

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Employment/Human Resources 

 

Q.  Will teachers, staff, faculty be compensated during this extended closing period?  

A.  Yes, all active teachers, staff, and faculty members will be compensated their regular bi-weekly or 
weekly pay during the school closure period. Hourly employees will be compensated based on 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://medium.com/@ariadnelabs/social-distancing-this-is-not-a-snow-day-ac21d7fa78b4
https://www.webster-schools.org/


 

their standard weekly schedule and the hourly rates as if school was operating normally..  

Q.  How will you receive your paycheck if you are an employee that does not have direct 
deposit? 

A.  Live paychecks for those employees who do not have direct deposit will be mailed to the 
employee’s home address each Thursday.  

Q.  During the closure will Custodial Staff be expected to work to clean and disinfect touch 
point areas? 

A.  Yes. Custodial staff will be expected to complete the deep cleaning of all schools thoroughly 
during the closure period before not reporting to work.  

Q.  Will staff receive guidance on cleaning their personally issued Laptop/Device prior to 
returning to school? 

A.  Yes. Our IT team will be providing specific feedback and advice for various tools and technology. 

Q.  Am I able to protect my privacy if making a phone call to a parent/family from a personal 
line? 

A.  Verizon, At&T, and Comcast do the following... 
 
To block your number from being displayed temporarily for a specific call: 

1. Enter *67. 
2. Enter the number you wish to call (including area code). 
3. Tap Call. The words "Private," "Anonymous," or some other indicator will appear on the 

recipient's phone instead of your mobile number. 
If you use Google Voice, you get to choose a number so that your personal number is not 
disclosed.  

                                                      Return to FAQs Menu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Park Avenue Elementary School 
Enrichment Resources 

 
ELA 

Tumblebook Library 
 
Ebooks, Puzzles, Games, Picture Books, and more…  

Tumblebook  
 

Tumblebook Cloud Junior  

i-Ready Printable At-Home Packets Kindergarten 

Grade 1 

Grade 2 

Grade 3 

Grade 4  

Scholastic Learn at Home Scholastic Learn at Home (All Grades) 

Other Online Resources StoryPlace (PreK) 

Starfall (PreK-3) 

Unite for Literacy (K and 1) 

Free Kids Books (All Grades)  

MATH 

i-Ready Printable At-Home Packets Kindergarten  

Grade 1 

Grade 2 

Grade 3 

https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Home.aspx?categoryID=77
http://www.tbcjr.com/home.aspx
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-ela-grade-K-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-ela-grade-1-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-ela-grade-2-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-ela-grade-3-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-ela-grade-4-2020.pdf
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html
https://www.storyplace.org/
https://www.starfall.com/h/
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
https://freekidsbooks.org/
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-math-grade-k-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-math-grade-1-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-math-grade-2-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-math-grade-3-2020.pdf


 

Grade 4 

Bedtime Math - Daily bedtime stories for students and families. Bedtime Math (Grades K-3) 

Cool Math Games - Hundreds of cool math games on this site. Cool Math Games (Grades K-12) 

Looney Math - Lots of problem solving tasks to try out. Problems to Solve (Grades K-8) 

Math Playground - Over 425 games/puzzles to practice math skills. Math Playground (Grades 1-6) 

Math Game Time - Play math games on this site (by grade or topic). Math Game Time (Grades PreK-7) 

Xtramath - An interactive online tool that helps students practice and 
master basic arithmetic facts. Requires signing up for a free account. 

Xtramath (Grades K-8) 

 
 
 
 

Webster Middle School  
Enrichment Resources 

 
ELA Click on LINK Below to Access: 

Tumblebook 
 
Ebooks, Chapter Books, Read Alongs, and Graphic Novels  

Tumblebook Cloud Junior  
 

Tumblebook Cloud 

i-Ready At-Home Packets Grade 5 
Grade 6 
Grade 7 
Grade 8 

Scholastic Learn at Home 
 
 

Scholastic Learn at Home  
(Grades 5 and 6) 
 

MATH Click on LINK Below to Access: 

i-Ready At-Home Packets Grade 5  
Grade 6 
Grade 7 
Grade 8 

Coolmath Games 
Hundreds of cool math games on this site. 
 

Coolmath Games (Grades K-12) 

Figure This!  
This site is designed to encourage families to practice math together.  It 
includes fun and engaging math games and high-quality challenges (in 
Spanish too) 

Figure This! (Grades 6-8) 
 

https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-math-grade-4-2020.pdf
http://bedtimemath.org/category/daily-math/
https://www.coolmathgames.com/
https://looneymathconsulting.com/problems-to-solve
https://www.mathplayground.com/
http://www.mathgametime.com/
https://xtramath.org/#/home/index
http://www.tbcjr.com/home.aspx
https://www.tumblebookcloud.com/Home.aspx
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-ela-grade-5-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-ela-grade-6-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-ela-grade-7-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-ela-grade-8-2020.pdf
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-math-grade-5-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-math-grade-6-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-math-grade-7-2020.pdf
https://capubstore.blob.core.windows.net/athomepdfs/iready-at-home-activity-packets-student-math-grade-8-2020.pdf
https://www.coolmathgames.com/
https://figurethis.nctm.org/index.html


 

MATHHelp.com 
In-depth lessons with videos, guided practice, interactive self-tests, and more. 

MATHHelp.com (Grades 5-12) 

Xtramath 
An interactive online tool that helps students practice and master basic 
arithmetic facts. Requires signing up for a free account to access. 

Xtramath (Grades K-8) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bartlett High School 

Enrichment Resources 
 

ELA/History Click on LINK Below to Access: 

Tumblebook Library - EBooks, Chapter Books, Videos, Audio Books, and 
Read Alongs For Teens 

TumblebookCloud 
 
 

Literacy Shed - The Home of Visual Literacy Literacy Shed 
 

PBS Learning Media - Free Videos, Plans, and Games PBS Learning Media 

Digital Public Library - Discover 36,807,992 images, texts, videos, and 
sounds from across the United States-  

Digital Public Library 

Adolescent Literacy - Resources for Parents and Teachers Adolescent Literacy 

Goodreads - Meet your favorite book. What are your friends reading? Goodreads 

MATH Click on LINK Below to Access: 

Coolmath Games 
Hundreds of cool math games on this site. 
 

Coolmath Games (Grades K-12) 

MATHHelp.com 
In-depth lessons with videos, guided practice, interactive self-tests, and more. 

MATHHelp.com (Grades 5-12) 

School Yourself 
Unique interactive math lessons covering subjects ranging from Algebra, 
Geometry, and Trigonometry to Precalculus and Calculus  

School Yourself (Grades 9-12) 

https://www.mathhelp.com/
https://xtramath.org/#/home/index
https://www.tumblebookcloud.com/Home.aspx
https://www.literacyshed.com/home.html
https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://dp.la/
http://www.adlit.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/
https://www.coolmathgames.com/
https://www.mathhelp.com/
https://schoolyourself.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


